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the throne, and thus engaged in administering the affairs
of the state, or regulating the affairs of the subjects. There
were other chairs, four thousand in number, whereon
many learned men and priests of the children of Esrail took
their seats. In the rear of the royal throne four hundred
courtiers, four thousand genii, and four thousand fairies
were standing ready for service. For the protection of his
peerless body from injury, birds formed over his head a
canopy, by intertwining their wings, thus keeping off the
heat of the sun. Suliman sat daily in the judgment-seat
from sunrise till sunset, and then returned to the hall. He
spent some of his time in weaving baskets ; but after gain-
ing a competency to support life, he ceased to engage in
this occupation. He had an appointed time for worship3
but spent the greater portion of the night in reading the
Psalms.

It is related that in his kitchen every day seven hundred
loaves of flour-bread were baked, and other victuals cooked
in proportion, although he himself consumed [only] oat-
bread in the company of a poor man, and books are filled
with similar information. When the power, dignity, and
circumstance of Suliman the prophet had attained their
highest degree, he conceived the idea of once giving a
repast to all the tribes of men, genii, birds, fishes, and to
all the creatures of God, for the purpose of progressing one
step in the plain of thanksgivings for the benefits he had
received. He first obtained the permission of the Lord of
Lords, then selected an extremely spacious prairie adjoining
the sea, ordered genii to make two thousand seven hundred
pots, the diameter of each whereof from border to border
is said to have been one thousand cubits. It is related in
the Benaqiti that for the said banquet, among other
animals, twenty-two thousand kine were slaughtered, and
the amount of the other victuals is to be calculated accord-
ing to this datum. When all sorts of creatures had
assembled from every region and country in the said
plain, and the food had been got ready, the Divine Will
determined to show to Suliman His omnipotence and